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A Comparative Syntactic Study of Defocusing Phenomena
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WFZER R OMEEE (Z230) @ In this study, I tried to capture common syntactic properties of
various defocusing phenomena in English and other languages within the framework of the
Phase Theory (Chomsky, N. (2000 et seq)). Under the Phase Theory, the elements which have
moved to the edge of the verb phrase (P) can be affected by the head of the clause (CP)
right external to the vP. Assuming that this causes an important effect on the discourse
interpretation of moved elements, we can get a plausible account of the positioning of
defocused elements and the omissibility of the generic object NP in English, as well as
the structural position and the semantic interpretation of the short—-scrambled elements
in other languages.
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